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NRNS03704-01.  Chief of Naval Reserve gives perspective on Active Reserve Integration

By Journalist 2nd Class Kimberly Rodgers, Navy News Service


WASHINGTON – The U.S. Navy is currently restructuring its Reserve and active-duty forces to support the Chief of Naval Operations-directed Fleet Response Plan.


Active Reserve Integration (ARI) will fully integrate the Naval Reserve Force with the active force in an effort to create a more cohesive, surgeable, ready force.


“We are looking from a ‘one fleet’ perspective,” said Chief of Naval Reserve Vice Adm. John Cotton. “It’s the most effective, efficient use of our resources. Active Reserve Integration is the integrating of the capabilities of both components, putting them together, then best utilizing them.”


Under ARI, Commander, U.S. Fleet Forces Command (CFFC) and Commander, Naval Reserve Forces Command now make up an additional duty relationship, which encompasses Force Integration (N8). N8 is actively engaged in a comprehensive zero-based review of capabilities that can be fulfilled by the Reserve component, a first step in achieving a more effective total force. 


“They’re taking a look at every Reserve billet, every Reserve unit and asking, ‘Is it value added to the Navy?’” Cotton said. 


The CNO appointed CFFC as executive agent and Navywide coordinating authority for the review. The five specific initiatives are the validation of Naval Reserve requirements; identification of the Naval Reserve role in suporting Sea Power 21; identification of Naval Reserve requirements for readiness and training; responsibility for training and readiness of the Reserves; and the assessment of Reserve readiness.


According to Cotton, as more progress is made toward ARI, the role and need for large Reserve infrastructure will decrease significantly, as manpower functions will switch to Navy Bureau of Personnel Command and training and readiness requirements will shift to active commands.


With 87,000 selected Reservists, constituting roughly 20 percent of the Navy's total force, Cotton maintains that these decisions will help the Navy to reduce the funding needed for infrastructure, and redistribute much of it for readiness and modernization.


“We can do this if we start sitting together...making sure we buy the best war-fighting value for the dollar.”


The realization of ARI is expected to result in increased warfighting wholeness for the current Navy and the Navy of the next generation.


“The future is very bright for the Navy and its Reserve Force. We have the greatest Navy ever. Sailors have done a wonderful job,” Cotton continued. “We have Sailors in action around the globe, and we’re very proud of the contributions the Reserve components are making to the Navy and to the coalition forces around the world.”
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NRNS03704-03.  ‘USA Cares’ helps military families in financial need

By Donna Miles, American Forces Press Service


WASHINGTON – Deployments can put unexpected financial hardships on military families – sky-high telephone bills, unanticipated travel costs, loss of income for Guardsmen and Reservists called to active duty for extended periods, among them. 


USA Cares, a nonprofit organization run entirely by volunteers, is committed to helping families who’ve run into financial troubles while their family member serves the country. 

Farrah Overman, one of the group’s volunteers, said the help provided runs the gamut, from advice about where to go for assistance to outright payments for housing, food, vehicle repairs or other necessities. 


For a military wife whose husband was wounded in Iraq, USA Cares paid for a round-trip plane fare so she could be by his side during surgery in Germany – something the military couldn’t do because his injuries weren’t life threatening. The group paid for another military wife’s hotel room while her husband was being treated for inoperable cancer diagnosed while he was on a National Guard deployment. Before USA Cares stepped in to help, the wife had spent three nights sleeping in her car in the hospital parking lot. 


And for another National Guard soldier, a truck driver in civilian life, USA Cares helped to stop foreclosure on his truck after his unit was deployed in support of the war on terror. 


While helping military families put food on the table and keep a roof over their head when there is seemingly nowhere else to turn, Overman said USA Cares is “basically here to give information,” referring families in need to existing support networks. “We do a lot of research to find out what’s out there,” she said. 


USA Cares helps to direct families to military and other charitable organizations or corporate sponsors looking for ways to support American troops, Overman said. Sometimes the group acts as an intermediary, getting landlords or bill collectors to agree to reduced payments during the deployment or helping the family get a loan to cover expenses. “We either help them or help them find a way to help themselves,” Overman said. 


USA Cares has 10 outstanding requests from needy military families that it hopes to support as funding becomes available, she said. 


For more information, call (800) 773-0387 toll-free or visit the organization’s Web site at www.usacares.us.  
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NRNS03704-04.  Space “A” travel rates increase

By Journalist 1st Class Katherine Sanchez, Naval Support Activity Naples, Italy, Public Affairs


NAPLES, Italy – Passengers flying on a space-available (Space “A”) basis can expect to pay a little more next time they travel. The International Air Transportation Tax, or “head tax," and the Federal Inspection Fee (FIS) for Space “A” passengers were increased May 22.


The head tax is charged to passengers traveling on patriot express missions; special assigned air missions (SAAM) and commercial contract missions; and Space “A” passengers who arrive and depart the customs territories of the U.S. (CTUS) to and from overseas locations on these missions. The head tax was increased from $12.08 to $13.70.


FIS applies to Space “A” passengers who arrive in the CTUS from overseas locations on Patriot Express missions, and SAAM commercial contract missions are also affected. This fee increased from $11 to $12.


According to Navy-AMC Air Terminal Manager Robert Hurley, the increase was mandated by federal law to offset the cost of providing customs and immigration services at U.S. ports of entry.


“The combined increase for the head tax and FIS is just $1.90. Now space-available passengers will pay $25.70. The rates are only charged to space-available passengers, so people who are PCSing [Permanent Change of Station] won’t need to worry about the fees,” Hurley said.


According to Hurley, DoD policy mandates the maximum use of space aboard all DoD aircraft and a properly planned trip using Space “A” is still an economical way to get to your destination.


“It has been a long-standing DoD policy that unused passenger space on DoD-owned and controlled aircraft be utilized to the maximum extent possible, to include space-available passengers,” Hurley said. “Space-available is a great way to stretch your budget and travel to many exciting places, including the U.S. But to take advantage of Space “A”, you must plan carefully and always have an alternate means of traveling. After all, that’s why it’s called space-available.” 
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NRNS03704-05.  Reserve unit honors Korean War heroes

By Ens. Kasey S. Pipes and Ens. Michael Street, Navy Information Bureau Det. 111 Fort Worth


FORT WORTH, Texas – More than 50 years after guns fell silent in Korea, veterans of the Korean War discussed their service and sacrifice in a recent symposium at Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth sponsored by Commander Seventh Fleet Detachment 111 (C7F 111), a Naval Reserve unit based in Fort Worth, Texas. 


“Over 33,000 Americans paid the ultimate price for freedom in Korea,” said Cmdr. Patrick Doyle of C7F 111 as he moderated the panel discussion. “The stories of these heroes will help us get our minds set as we in the Seventh Fleet Reserve unit prepare to deploy to Korea for annual training.”  


The symposium was designed to provide information about Korea as well as inspiration to Reservists as they prepare to carry on the tradition of American service on the peninsula.


“It was the beginning of the end of the Soviet Union,” said retired Marine Lt. Gen. Richard Carey in summarizing the significance of the Korean War. “It was the first attack on communism.” 


Carey went on to say that as much as American military power triumphed on the battlefield, it was the compassion and goodwill of American servicemen who won over the Korean people.  He believes the same is true today of American troops as they bring freedom to people in Afghanistan and Iraq.


All six panelists spoke with great pride about their service in the Korean War. 


“I would do again today what I did then,” said Louis Holmes, an Army veteran who now serves as a minister at a local church.  “I’m proud of what we did and how well we all worked together,” 


All of the panelists urged the Seventh Fleet Reservists to carry on the long tradition of American support for freedom in Korea.  


“Always remember when you are in Korea you are on sacred ground that is no different than the battlefield of Gettysburg or the beaches of Normandy,” Doyle said.
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