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NRNS03304-01.  NMCRC Orlando mourns loss of three shipmates

From NMCRC Orlando


ORLANDO, Fla. – With the flag at half-mast, members of Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center (NMCRC) Orlando mourned the loss of three shipmates:  Equipment Operator 2nd Class Trace W. Dossett, Steelworker 2nd Class Jason B. Dwelley and Builder 2nd Class Michael C. Anderson during a recent memorial service.  


These three Sailors, three of the seven Sailors killed in separate recent attacks in Iraq, were from the Orlando detachment of Navy Mobile Construction Battalion 14 (NMCB-14), a Jacksonville-based Seabee unit.


With friends and shipmates in attendance, the auditorium was filled with comforting words from Navy Reserve Chaplain (Cmdr.) Jack Hoak, who conducted the service.  


“It is their ‘Can Do’ spirit,” Hoak said as he referenced his father’s tenure as a Seabee.  “They are so flexible and creative with their job.”  


He took note of changing of the watch.


“[It] can be more than just an exchange of words; sometimes, as it was this time, it can be your life,” Hoak said. 
Those who are left to carry on without them have relieved the three Sailors.  “Now they are relieved of their watch by the next Seabee.”  


Shipmates also offered eulogies and words of remembrance.  Builder 1st Class Victor Rochette, the platoon leader, described the valor of those who had fallen and what is sometimes required to fulfill ones duty as he recounted his own service in Vietnam and he offered his own remembrance of Anderson.


“I was going to recommend him for assistant platoon leader,” Rochette said of Anderson.  “I could really rely on him.”  


Rochette also reflected on serving with Dwelley.


“I’ve learned a lot about him that I never knew, even after being his leader for years,” he said.  “I will forever remember his quiet and laid back personality.”  


Rochette ended his eulogy with a brisk and formal salute and a firm, “Farewell, Comrades.”  


Hoak offered a final prayer.


“They stood their watch while here on Earth, let them stand watch with You over their fellow Shipmates who’ve yet to embark on their final voyage,” he said.
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NRNS03304-02.  Chairman of Joint Chiefs offers Armed Forces Day message

By Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff


WASHINGTON – Today, we pause to honor the noble service of the men and women in America’s military.  The threat of terrorism is great, but your willingness and ability to defeat the enemy are greater.  Those serving in the Armed Forces of the United States of America stand between liberty and tyranny, as they have for over two centuries.


You have proven to the world that the United States and our allies seek not to conquer, but to defend freedom, restore peace and create hope for a better future.  On many fronts, in the United States and across the globe, you stepped forward when called and are making the world a safer place for all peace-loving people regardless of race, creed, color or religion.


On the first Armed Forces Day in 1950, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, General Omar Bradley, said, “Sacrifice not selfishness must be the eternal price of liberty.”  The Joint Chiefs of Staff and I join all Americans in recognizing your selfless sacrifice, as well as that of your families.  We appreciate your professionalism, character and sense of duty.  You are leading the charge to make the world a better place, free from terror and fear.  May God bless our nation, and the men and women in the U.S. Armed Forces.
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NRNS03304-03.  SECDEF message to Sailors, Soldiers, Airmen and Marines

From Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld


WASHINGTON – The reports of detainee abuse by American Soldiers in Iraq are deeply troubling.  Those who have not upheld the high standards of our armed forces must be held accountable.  With honor, the men and women of our armed forces must maintain our focus to secure a stable and free Iraq and to win the Global War on Terrorism.


We ask that each of you remember who we are and what we represent.  We are Americans, and our actions must uphold the values of our country and the highest standards of professionalism and ethics.  Our military code of conduct requires it, our nation demands it, and the world expects it.  Our culture of accountability and responsibility will accept nothing less.


As you serve around the world, stand tall.  Be proud of what you are doing to make the world a better place.  Your nation is grateful for your unwavering professionalism, selfless service, courage and sacrifice.


The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and I are enormously proud to serve with you.
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NRNS03304-04.  Rota integrates active and Reserve Navy

By Lt. Allie Freeman, Naval Station Rota Public Affairs


ROTA, Spain – As part of the ongoing alignment of the Naval Reserve Force, four Naval Reserve units based in Chicago now report directly to Commander, Naval Station Rota (NAVSTA Rota). 


Consisting of two security and two multiple-rate units, they provide support directly to Naval Station Rota through their two-week active duty periods and in times of Presidential recall to active duty. 


The four units are Naval Reserve NAVSTA Rota 0169 and 0269, sister units with the mission of providing operational support to NAVSTA Rota and Aircraft Intermediate Maintenance Unit Detachment Rota, in addition to Reserve units Navy Security Force Rota, and Law Enforcement and Physical Security Unit Rota. 


The two sister units are comprised of 215 Reserve Sailors including nine officers, 11 chief petty officers and 195 E6 and junior. The officer communities included in the units are aviation, aviation maintenance, legal, supply and chaplain corps.  The enlisted composition encompasses 29 Navy enlisted rates in support of the naval station’s mission areas.  


More than 200 Reserve members have been activated and mobilized to NAVSTA Rota on Presidential recall to active duty since Sept. 11, 2001, according to Cmdr. Nancy Vegel, training officer for unit 0169.


Navy Knowledge Online (NKO) is the tool the units utilize in tracking and managing career development.  According to Vegel, the NKO library is an extremely valuable tool for uploading, storing and retrieving professional and personal information.  Although the online program is in its developmental stages, she would like to see the naval station and the Reserve units integrated into this program within the next few months.


According to Vegel, the program can be used to accomplish five main tasks: to track Reservists’ training status via their individual training plans, to integrate and streamline naval station active and Reserve training, to provide feedback to individuals and departments regarding annual training performance, to search for specifically qualified Reservists to meet specific naval station needs, and to provide collaboration between active and reserve components via automatic e-mail notifications.


The use of NKO for this purpose is unique within the Navy. 


“So far as I know, NAVSTA Rota, active and reserve component, is the first to use NKO in this fashion.  It is a tool that will greatly assist in the Navy’s planned integration of the two components,” said Cmdr. Warren Taninbaum, NAVSTA Rota’s Reserve coordinator.
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NRNS03304-05.  DoD launches expanded communications for service members

From Department of Defense news release


WASHINGTON – The Department of Defense (DoD) has announced today it is expanding its internal communications efforts with two initiatives during National Military Appreciation Month in May 2004. 


An electronic version of the “Stars and Stripes” newspaper is now available for downloading at no cost beginning on May 1, while the Pentagon Channel, the department’s news and information television service, will become available to all U.S. military installations on May 14.


Making the electronic Stars and Stripes available world-wide allows service members to view exact replica copies of the newspaper's European, Pacific and Mideast editions, providing timely theater news and information for and about deployed forces. For the first time, service members in the United States have access to this online newspaper, where the hardcopy newspaper is not printed.


The electronic version of the newspaper is available online at http://estripes.osd.mil/.  


The Pentagon Channel will begin its expanded service with a live broadcast from the May 14 Armed Forces Day opening ceremony at Andrews Air Force Base, Md. A portion of the live coverage will include remarks by senior military and civilian leadership.


The Pentagon Channel’s daily programming will strengthen DoD’s commitment to keeping America's 2.6 million active duty, National Guard and Reserve service members the best informed military in the world. Previously available only in the Pentagon and through the American Forces Radio and Television Service for service members assigned overseas, the Pentagon Channel now will also be distributed 24 hours a day, seven days a week, to military installations in all 50 states via a domestic satellite. DoD is also offering the Pentagon Channel to all cable and satellite providers. 


Information on how to receive the Pentagon Channel via satellite, cable online at http://pentagonchannel.mil/.   
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NRNS03304-06.  10,000th NRAC graduate exemplifies successful program

By Chief Journalist (DV) Robert Palomares, NMCRC Peoria Public Affairs


GREAT LAKES, Ill. – When 24-year-old Jesse Cragwell of Knoxville, Tenn., reported to Recruit Training Command (RTC) Great Lakes, he was scared, nervous and apprehensive of what was to come in the next 17 days, just as all recruits feel when they report for boot camp.


What he didn’t expect was to become a milestone for the Naval Reserve Accession Course (NRAC).


Cragwell was the 10,000th graduate of the NRAC program, which takes non-prior service civilians and molds them into U.S. Navy Sailors.


The account analyst for a financial service company in Knoxville graduated with Division 628 on April 28 during ceremonies at RTC.  He now returns to his Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Center Knoxville to continue his training.


Cragwell was inspired to join the Navy Reserve because of his grandfather.   


“My grandfather was a Navy Corpsman during World War II,” said Cragwell.  “I just felt that now was the time to make this commitment.” 


Like most individuals who join the Navy through the NRAC program, Cragwell is an established member of the civilian workforce.  These new recruits bring their professional experience to the Reserve Force, while the new Sailors learn about the Navy.  The program was established in 2000 to train Selected Reservists.


“The bottom line in establishing this program is to provide the best training on RTC for Selected Reservists [SELRES] and to train them alongside regular Navy recruits,” said Lt. Scott A. Kuykendall, NRAC division officer.  “It doesn’t matter anymore that you’re a Reservist.  When you leave here, you are a Sailor in the U.S. Navy.”  


Previous SELRES recruit training relied heavily on classroom sessions for instruction, but the NRAC program added more hands-on training, including more extensive damage control, firefighting and weapons training.  The program also included the ‘Team Challenge’ session, in which the recruits are put through real life situations that have happened in the fleet.  Recruits are faced with such disasters as the attack on USS Cole (DDG 67) and the deadly explosions on the flight deck of USS Forestal (CV 59) in 1967.  They are pressed to find fallen shipmates in dark and chaotic spaces and get them out safely, while their Recruit Division Commanders observe from above.


The program is teaching recruits the right way to be a Sailor and to hit the deck plates running once they get out into the fleet.


NRAC recruits receive 65 percent of the training in 17 days that regular recruits are receiving in nine and a half weeks.  Up to 25 Full Time Support Reservists have volunteered to train NRAC recruits.  Last year this provided training for approximately 3,500 SELRES recruits through the intensive 17-day program.  About the same number of recruits are expected to experience the training this year.


Cragwell said the course was challenging.  


“They broke us down to build us back up again,” he said.  “That was the sense of discipline.  But it also evoked camaraderie among us that we needed to get through it.  They taught us that the Navy is a team effort.  They also emphasized that we need to pay attention to details.  Missing details can cost lives out in the fleet.  The RDC’s also taught us to seek out challenges to overcome.  By doing that, we grow as Sailors and leaders, because we’re the leaders to the future Navy.”
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NRNS03304-07.  Commander, REDCOM South turns over helm

By Journalist Second Class (SW) Erika L. Carrillo, REDCOM South Public Affairs


FORT WORTH, Texas – Rear Adm. John A. Jackson recently turned over command of Naval Reserve Readiness Command (REDCOM) South to Capt. Kevin R. Hempel in an informal ceremony at Naval Air Station Joint Reserve Base Fort Worth.


“It’s been an honor to serve with such professionals both full time staff and drilling Reserve who place service above self in support of the Global War on Terrorism,” said Rear Adm. Jackson.


Hempel said he would emphasize communication, teamwork and customer service during his tour. He promises to continue Jackson’s dynamic direction and devotion to duty.


Jackson, a Selected Reservist, took command of REDCOM South in March 2002. During his tour, he provided leadership for more than 10,000 Naval Reservists at 29 Naval Reserve Centers across nine states. 


A resident of Bartow, Fla., Jackson will continue to serve as deputy director (Reserve) of plans and policy at U.S. Central Command, MacDill Air Force Base, Fla. In his civilian occupation he is a captain with American Airlines.


Hempel reported from the staff of Commander, Naval Reserve Forces Command in New Orleans. He has served aboard seven surface ships and commanded two Naval Reserve Centers during his 22-year career. 
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